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Christ said: "Love your enemies, bless them that curse you,
do good to them that hate you, and pray for them that
despitefully use you and persecute you, that ye may be the
children of your Father which is in heaven." Yet not only
did I find no one who desired to follow this command of
Christ, but everyone did precisely the contrary. Everywhere
the artisans hated one another. Many a lord oppressed his
faithful servants and subjects; on the other hand, many sub-
jects were rogues in the service of their pious lords. The
tradesfolk and the craftsmen vied with one another like so
many Jews, practising usury, and by all means of cunning and
over-reaching they stripped the peasant of what he had won
by sweat and toil; on the other hand, even the peasants were
so godless that they were quite capable, if their wickedness
did not bring them profit enough, of damaging other people,
or even their own lords, by evil rumours, under the sem-
blance of simplicity.
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Next to pride and avarice, with all their honourable fol-
lowers, were gorging and swilling, and among the wealthy
the loosest living was an every-day matter; but what seemed
to me the most terrible thing of all was this abomination,
that many folk, and especially soldier lads, in whom the
vices are not as a rule very severely punished, do no more
than make a jest of their godlessness and of the holy will
of God.
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